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The Pastor’s Ponderings 
  It hadn't been a great morning.  I was in a mood - a combination of winter blues, frus-
tration and lingering exhaustion brought on by a week and some days of working from 
home while fighting some unidentified winter bug.    
   You know the kind of bug, which in the past would have resulted in a day or three at 
home while there was fever, followed by a too soon return to work and normal life while 
the bug ran it's course. But these days are anything but normal, and we have a new way 
of dealing with bugs.    
   So instead, I stayed at home and quarantined while waiting for a Covid test appoint-
ment.  And now I quarantine while I await the results.   
   Now, isn't it interesting how normally working from home is no big deal.  I mean, I have 
been doing that that 2-3 days a week, since long before Covid changed our daily lives.   
Somehow though, when working from home becomes 24/7 isolation,  
it isn't quite so nice.  Silly but true.  
   And I admit the insurrection at the Capitol hasn't helped my mood one little bit.  In fact 
I have been more than tired and grumpy.  I have been deeply saddened and worried 
about how we, as Americans, and even we, as a congregation, will move on from the di-
vision and isolation that have become so commonplace lately.   
   Then I got an email that lifted my spirits.  It wasn't one of the Devotional emails I sub-
scribe to, or a daily Bible Study or prayer group, it was a monthly blog post from our local 
Thomas Insurance Agency! 
   The graphic caught my eye first.  

 
   To say the year 2020 was anything but calamitous would be an immense understatement. 
   We lost great talents... beheld the devastation of wildfires in Australia and the western 
United States, and many more unfathomable events.  And all the while, the worst global 
pandemic in a hundred years raged on. 
   It may be difficult during such trying times to see any bright spots among the darkness. 

Yet, as Mahatma Gandhi remarked, “in the midst of darkness, light persists.” Sometimes, 

we just need to take a moment to look for it. 
   If 2020 taught us anything, it is gratitude. For many of us, this was the year we thought we 
would get everything we always wanted. But instead, we now know 2020 is the year to ap-
preciate everything we have. 
   While we hope 2021 will be better than the year prior, let us use 2020 to fortify our re-
solve, strengthen our personal character, and remind us that what matters most is deserv-
ing of our appreciation and love. 
   So next year, let us be kind to one another and supply our own light whenever darkness 
falls  
-- Tig Thomas Insurance Group 
 

   And just like that, a little light shined in through my front window and straight into my 
winter-grey heart.  
   I remembered that we are in the season of Epiphany.   A season of illumination.  A sea-
son of journeying toward new light.  And that was found in the sweetly normal face of a 
little child, in a small house, who, for all the world's ways, should have been no one spe-
cial.  And yet, God's guidance revealed the greatest love we would ever know.  
   But how do we find the Light when everything around seems so dim and difficult to 
navigate?                           
          (continued on page 2) 



(The Pastor’s Ponderings, from page 1) 
 

Perhaps the words of Henri Nouwen will clear a pathway: 
   Gratitude as a discipline that involves a conscious choice. 
   I can choose to be grateful even when my emotions and feelings are still steeped in hurt and resentment.  
   It is amazing how many occasions present themselves in which I can choose gratitude instead of a complaint.  
   I can choose to be grateful when I am criticized, even when my heart still responds in bitterness.  
   I can choose to speak about goodness and beauty, even when my inner eye still looks for someone to accuse or some-
thing to call ugly.  
   I can choose to listen to the voices that forgive and to look at the faces that smile, even while I still hear words of re-
venge and see grimaces of hatred.  
   Soon after reading these two bright missives, I went to look out the window at my back deck birds.  And even 
now when it is chilly and grey-skied, there is an unusually large bright red robin, guarding the bird seed I put out 
each day.   
   At first I thought it was guarding the seed all for itself. That robin aggressively charged the similarly overfed spar-
rows and squirrels off the deck.  That is if you can "charge" while simultaneously hopping on two birdy-feet with 
your great round red belly all puffed out.    
   Then Fat Robin hopped up on a fence rail and stood sentry, head scanning right and left, alert to all who might 
breech his post.  
   At the same time a timid little bird about the size of my thumb, hopped a long journey across the deck and started 
pecking at the millet seeds.  It ate and ate until it was full, and then waddle-hopped away. And I wondered...   That 
big, aggressive robin who appeared to be saving all the seed for himself, seems in fact, to have been clearing the 
deck just so this tiny and underfed bird could have a chance to grab a nosh.   
   Was the little birdie even aware that Big Bad Robin had prepared a safe place for him to dine in the presence of 
his enemies?  Were they friends, or adopted family, or was it a random act of kindness... 
   I will never know the back story... but I do know how grateful it made me feel, and how it led me to think about 
how blessed we all are, knowing that God cares for us  
and prepares a way for us, even when we aren't aware.   
   God is with you my friends. Even when the world indicates the opposite.   
   God bless you all this Epiphany season and may you find great light! 
 

   Pastor E 
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2021 Board of Elders Officers  

  

Chair: Leslee Pollina 

Chair-Elect: Steven Piker 

Past Chair: Jim Main 

Finance Chair: Deborah Balsano 

Board Secretary: Linda Green 

Trustee Chair: Marge Main 

Elder At-Large:  Darla Snider 

 Our sympathy is extended to Peggy Bentlage & family in the passing of her mother, Gerry 

Thomason, on January 6.  

 If you would like to view worship services and are unable to access the church Facebook page,  you may click 

on the following link for the week’s Sunday service. https://www.wevideo.com/view/1998315764  

The Intent for the January 17 

Meditation/Centering Prayer 

group is 

Healing 
Join us in spirit at 2:30pm  

Standing in the Need of Prayer 
   I wonder if you might be missing something that I am missing.  What is it?  Corporate prayer! 
   It came up in last Sunday's Zoom Sunday School that those folks were missing it, too.   We 
talked about past experiences with midweek prayer meetings and  weekly prayer triads and so 
on.   
   It is still unsafe for us to meet face to face, but I wonder if there isn't a way to gather in small 
groups of 3 to five by conference call or Zoom, or Facetime or some other platform- or even  
outdoor prayer walking!.  

Eager to Serve Christ in our Community? 
   Have you been missing doing mission service in town during our pan-
demic isolation, but couldn't find safe ways to serve? 
   The People's Shelter is opening again (as 
of last night) and while they have lots of 
supplies built up, they are taking signups 
for onsite volunteers, laundry washers and 
meal prep and delivery.   
   Check on their Facebook page for more 
information and tune in here and in your 
email box for related ARCC coordinated 
activities.  


